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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!!! 

In the midst of opening our hearts to 
God during the fast, do you ever “run 
out of steam” or lose sight of the reason 
for the fast? I certainly do and in those 
times, I turn to the Scriptures, the saints, 
and to my stronger brothers and sisters 
in Christ.  Perhaps you don’t see the 
point of fasting. St. John the Short, a 4th 
century Egyptian Desert Father, reminds 
us of the power of the fast: 

“If a king wanted to take possession of his 
enemy’s city, he would begin by cutting 
off the water and the food, and so his 
enemies, dying of hunger, would submit 
to him.  It is the same with the passions of 
the flesh: if a man goes about fasting and 
hungry, the enemies of his soul grow 
weak." 

Let us join with each other at Saint 
Philip’s, along with the 300 million 
Orthodox Christians in the world, in the 
heroic struggle overcome our human 
passions and live in the Kingdom, 
feasting on God’s love for mankind! 

Your Servant in Christ, 

 + + + + Fr. NoahFr. NoahFr. NoahFr. Noah    

CHRISTMAS GIVINGCHRISTMAS GIVINGCHRISTMAS GIVINGCHRISTMAS GIVING    

Each year at Christmas time, we as 

a St Philip’s family take on a 
special project or two to help 

those in need in our community. And 
every year an amazing amount of food or 
gifts has been collected and distributed to 

appreciative families and organizations.  

This year we would like again take on two 

projects in order to give each parishioner 
the opportunity to help in a project that 

fits them, their family and their budget: 
NonNonNonNon----perishable food collectionperishable food collectionperishable food collectionperishable food collection and 
Operation: Clean StartOperation: Clean StartOperation: Clean StartOperation: Clean Start. Details are 

available on the flyer in the narthex. 

This is an opportunity to give a 

Christmas present in Jesus’ 
name. And after all, isn’t that 

who Christmas is all about? 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISMSACRAMENT OF BAPTISMSACRAMENT OF BAPTISMSACRAMENT OF BAPTISM    

Fr. Noah would like to invite you all to the 
baptism of his son, Noah Luke, on 

Wednesday, December 28th at 5 p.m. Wednesday, December 28th at 5 p.m. Wednesday, December 28th at 5 p.m. Wednesday, December 28th at 5 p.m. 
Please write your name and number of 

attendees on the signup sheet on the 
Coffee Hour Bulletin Board, if you can stay 
for a festal meal following the baptism. 

Also, bring your voices so we can sing 
some Christmas Carols during the 

reception! 

HOUSE BLESSINGS HOUSE BLESSINGS HOUSE BLESSINGS HOUSE BLESSINGS     

Fr. Noah is available to bless 
your house from January 6th 

through February 26th. To 
schedule, please email him, call 

the office, or sign up on the calendar in the 
Great Room. Father Boniface also has some 

limited availability; please schedule with 

him directly.  

MANY THANKS MANY THANKS MANY THANKS MANY THANKS     

to the Huff and Lakjer Funeral Home of 

Lansdale for sponsoring our liturgical 
calendars for 2012. Calendars are available 
in the Great Room.  

The Christmas Fast continues until The Christmas Fast continues until The Christmas Fast continues until The Christmas Fast continues until 

DecemberDecemberDecemberDecember    25th.  Keep the Fast!  25th.  Keep the Fast!  25th.  Keep the Fast!  25th.  Keep the Fast!  

Receive the blessings!Receive the blessings!Receive the blessings!Receive the blessings! 
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St. Philip Orthodox Church 

CHRIST IS BORN !   GLORIFY H IM !  

OUR SYMPATHY IN CHRIST 

is extended to Colin 
Miller and family upon 
the passing of his 
grandmother Ruth 
Miller. Funeral services 
were at the East Swamp Church on Nov. 
14th. MEMORY ETERNAL! ALSO to Walid 
and Kim (Eggers) Abdul Karim and 
family upon the passing of daughter 
Cecelia Marie. The grandparents are Jim 
and Doris Eggers. Cecelia was born Nov. 
16th and died on Nov. 25th, after 
Baptism, Chrismation and Communion. 
We are grateful for the priestly ministry of 
Fr. Patrick Reardon of All Saints Church, 
Chicago, where the Abdul Karims are 
members. MEMORY ETERNAL! 

Baby Steps to Holiness 
December:   Number your days.  

What does a successful life look like? 
Money… Beauty… Power… Possessions? 
All of these can be good if we use them 
thankfully for God’s glory and the 
building up of His Church. But a 
successful life is one of wisdom, pleasing 
God at every step. In Psalm 89, the Lord 
tells us the key to wisdom: “So teach us 
to number our days that we may get a 
heart of wisdom.” 

“Number your days” means to 
consciously remember that you will be 
alive only so long… probably 76 years. 
Whatever the length of time is, it will end 
and you will give up your soul to God who 
will reward you for what you have done 
out of thankfulness for His Free Gift! It 
means to remind yourself that this may 
be the last time you are blessed to speak 
to someone, clean something. If that is 
the case, you should make it the best! 

Does this sound morbid? It really isn’t, 
since we trust God’s love and commend 
ourselves to His providence. It reminds us 
to “seize the day,” to make every moment 
count, and not take anyone or anything 
for granted. Numbering our days also 
frees us from the poison of pride and the 
oppression anger. When we submit to 
God’s will, all of our passions will be 
extinguished. Rather than being morbid, 
it sears joy into our consciences and 
drives us to the joy of Pascha, expressed 
in this beautiful Psalm verse (117:24): 
“This is the day that the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it!” 

Please join me this most joyful month 
by growing step by step in Godliness so 
that all together we can experience a 
foretaste of the delight of heaven!  

WisdomWisdomWisdomWisdom    
A man should know that a devil’s sickness is 
on him if he is seized by the urge in 
conversation to assert his opinion, however 
correct it may be.  If he behaves this way 
while talking to his equals, then a rebuke 
from his elders may heal him. But if he 
carries on in this way with those who are 
greater and wiser than he, his sickness 
cannot be cured by human means.    

- St. John Climacus  
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Ask AbounaAsk AbounaAsk AbounaAsk Abouna    

Previous Question: Father, I'd like to share 

the good news. How can I start? - Shy Silouan 

Answer: Dear Shy Silouan, God 
bless you in this! It has been 
said, “Only a counterfeit 
Christian has no apostolic 
zeal.” I am glad that your 
faith is showing maturity in 
this area.  

Here are some general approaches:  

Self-Based - First of all, are you evangelizing 
yourself? Are you living the Life in Christ? Are 
you grateful to God for His love, His 
forgiveness, and His grace? Are you reading 
the Bible? Are you regular in communion and 
confession? Do you know your faith? If you 
are not, then anything you say about God will 

be pharisaical and perhaps even demonic. 

Gift-Based - Secondly, you must know yourself 
and the gifts that God has given you. Are you 
hospitable? Are you a good teacher? Are you 
good at telling stories? Use these gifts and 
develop new ones to deepen godly 
friendships that can share God’s love in a 

genuine rather than contrived way.  

Need-Based - Thirdly, just really be present 
with people and opportunities to speak a 
Good Word will come up. If you are a good 
neighbor, colleague, sibling, etc., you will be 
paying attention to the needs of the people 
in your life. Sometimes you have to get out 

of your comfort zone in serving God.  

Here are couple tips to get you started: 

Read a Good Spiritual Book – if you are 
reading something that is wonderful, 
compelling, and challenging for you, chances 
are you will be able to share this spiritual 

nectar with someone in your life.  

Be Joyful – We are joyful, grateful people. 
The Creator loves us, sent his Son and Spirit 
to save us and dwells in us. We must “rejoice 
and be glad” in every circumstance. If we are 
joyful, with a deep, heavenly, peaceful joy, 
rather than a self-satisfied, earthly, shallow 
happiness, it will be contagious. If you don’t 
have this, pray with the Prophet David 
(Psalm 50), “Restore to me the joy of your 

salvation!” 

Be Ready to Answer – If people detect 
something different about you, they may 
inquire. Are you intellectually ready to 
answer what you believe and why? Perhaps 
not, but you can always study up. Will you be 
embarrassed? Perhaps, but you will get over 

it. Will you be sorry you did it? No.  

We do not always know the fruits of our 
labors, but perhaps you will pull someone 

from the gates of hell! 

New Question:  Father, I’ve been reading the 
Old Testament and I am confused about 
much of what I’m reading, especially the 

violence. 

Did You Know?Did You Know?Did You Know?Did You Know?    
• Stephen Morrash, Stephen Morrash, Stephen Morrash, Stephen Morrash, a member of CAST 

(College of Arts and Science Theater) at 

NYU, recently performed in their fall 

production of Forbidden NYU on 

November 3, 4, & 5. The student-run 

theater club performs the musical each 

year, taking popular Broadway songs 

and rewriting them with fresh lyrics that 

ridicule life at NYU. It was a fun and 

very entertaining show! 

• Sandy Miller Sandy Miller Sandy Miller Sandy Miller presented 

her workshop "Go for 

the Gold!" at the 

NCTM (Nat i ona l 

Council for Teachers of Mathematics) in 

Atlantic City, NJ, October 19-21. This 

workshop was designed to teach other 

math teachers about the Fibonacci 

Sequence and the Golden Ratio/
Rectangle. Sandy designed and shared 

with the teachers several activities that 

can be incorporated in middle school 

math classrooms.  

• Many years to Jeff & Sasha Martin Jeff & Sasha Martin Jeff & Sasha Martin Jeff & Sasha Martin and 

their growing family on the birth of 

their daughter, Daria CaroleDaria CaroleDaria CaroleDaria Carole. She was 

born November 19th and weighed 7 

lbs, 8 oz and measured 21 in. Thanks to 

God, mother and child are well!  

• Michael & Marcia Ibrahim Michael & Marcia Ibrahim Michael & Marcia Ibrahim Michael & Marcia Ibrahim recently 

traveled to Lebanon to visit relatives. 

• If you spend less spend less spend less spend less money on gifts, 

entertainment, food, etc., you’ll have 

more to give in alms, special projects, 

and stewardship. 

• Brushing your teeth Brushing your teeth Brushing your teeth Brushing your teeth before Divine 

Liturgy is a courtesy to those with 

whom you will be praying. If are 

preparing to receive Holy Communion, 

be sure not to swallow! 

• ToddToddToddTodd----David Moore David Moore David Moore David Moore is the new 

Bookshelf Ministry Manager. Please 

keep your eyes peeled for some re-

organization and perhaps a sale.  

• Our Library Library Library Library has a great selection of 

many topics related to our Holy Faith.  

• The kingdom of heaven kingdom of heaven kingdom of heaven kingdom of heaven is not a reward 

for works, but a gift of grace prepared 

by the Master for His faithful servants. 

Are you a faithful servant? 

• You can bring someone back to churchbring someone back to churchbring someone back to churchbring someone back to church. 

Open the directory, say a 

prayer, and give them a call. 

This holy season is a great 

time to help someone 

reconcile with God! 

 Advent Paraklesis 
Fridays, December 2, 9, 16, & 23, 7 p.m. 

Mondays, December 12, 12 noon; & 
December 19, 7 p.m. 

 

Services for Saint Nicholas:   
Monday, December 5  

Vespers & Artoklasia, 7:00 p.m.  
(followed by youth activity) 

Tuesday, December 6  
Matins 9 a.m., Liturgy 10 a.m. 

 

Services for Christmas 

Friday, December 23 

Royal Hours10 a.m.,  Confessions 2-9 p.m. 

Saturday, Dec 24 

Vesperal Divine Liturgy 10 a.m. 
Matins 7 p.m., Divine Liturgy 8 p.m. 

Sunday, December 25 

Vespers 12 Noon 

Monday, Dec 26 

Matins 9 a.m., Liturgy 10 a.m. 
 

Services for Circumcision & St Basil 
Saturday, December 31 

Vespers & Artoklasia, 7 p.m. 
Followed by fellowship & 

talent show 
Sunday, January 1 

Matins 9 a.m., Liturgy, 10 a.m. 
 

Services for Theophany 
Thursday, January 5  -  Strict Fast Day 

Vesperal Liturgy, 7 p.m. 
Great Blessing of Water 

Friday, January 6 
Matins 9 a.m., Liturgy, 10 a.m. 

Great Blessing of Water 

Mark Your Calendar:Mark Your Calendar:Mark Your Calendar:Mark Your Calendar:    

Recipe 
Spiced Mixed Fruit 

 

16 ounces mixed dried fruit 
1 can (15 ounces) fruit cocktail, 
undrained 

1 cup raisins 
1 cup apple cider or juice 
1/2 cup brandy or additional apple cider or juice 
4-1/2 teaspoons chopped crystallized ginger 
1-1/2 teaspoons ground cardamom 
1-1/2 teaspoons ground allspice 
2 medium apples, chopped 
1 cup fresh or frozen cranberries 
  

In a 3-qt. baking dish, combine the first eight 
ingredients. Cover and bake at 350° for 35-40 
minutes or until fruit is softened. 

Stir in apples and cranberries. Bake, 
uncovered, for 15-20 minutes or until apples are 
tender. Serve warm or at room 
temperature. Yield: 6-1/2 cups. 

http://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/Spiced-Mixed-Fruit 

CHALLENGE FOR 2011CHALLENGE FOR 2011CHALLENGE FOR 2011CHALLENGE FOR 2011    

Bring someone to church.  The year 

is almost over. Invite someone to 

our Christmas service.  


